ESP Summer Seminar 2008

Creativity Lab – Vocal Music


	Inquiry Question:  How can we work together to express emotions, develop a collective aesthetic to share those emotions AND recognize how those emotions impact the creation and interpretation of music?

We will work to develop personal expression, collective ownership and connection to music of other times and places.


Music Analysis
Music is organized sound.  The process of organizing the sound(s) is composition or creation.  For music to come to life, it must be interpreted, performed and heard.  

Over the centuries, interpretive and analytical skills and techniques have developed to serve musicians in their work.  Ideally, development of technique and skill occur in the service of artistic (aesthetic and emotional) expression.

Methods of organizing music:

· Form, includes pattern (repetition, contrast, variation), song forms and more complex forms (sonata, concerto, symphony, opera)

· Time organization, includes beat, rhythm, tempo, meter
· Spatial organization, includes simultaneous and sequential sounds: melody, harmony, range
· Textures and timbres, includes dynamics, tone color of instruments or voices, orchestration, articulation
Methods of interpreting and performing music:

· Emotional expression (personal) 

supports
· Artistry (unifying personal vision with that of other artists/composers)
served by 
· Technique
· Listening
· Breathing
· Producing sound
· Literacy relating to organizational methods listed above
Musicians work on developing and refining these capacities, skills and techniques over a lifetime to build and nourish artistry with the goal of shared communication with listeners.

Musical terms are defined at http://www.naxos.com/education/glossary.asp
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