ESP Summer Seminar 2008

Creativity Lab – Vocal Music


	Inquiry Question:  How can we work together to express emotions, develop a collective aesthetic to share those emotions AND recognize how those emotions impact the creation and interpretation of music?

We will work to develop personal expression, collective ownership and connection to music of other times and places.

We will highlight the following Habits of Mind:

· Sustaining inner atmosphere of exploration

· Crafting

· Going back and forth between parts and wholes

· Working with others

Our process will include elements of the Critical Response Process peer coaching model, including:
· Sharing work

· Offering statements of meaning

· Inviting feedback (artist questions)

· Neutral questioning

· Permissioned opinions and/or additional focus areas

· Reflection and revision (rehearsal)


Day 1 (2 hours)

1. Physical and Vocal Warm-up

2. Group introductions, personal goals for creativity lab (spoken or written)
3. State inquiry question/Habits of Mind

4. Repeat Vocal Warm-up, but with emotion cards

a. Model in large group

b. Experiment in small groups

c. Share and transcribe
i. Statements of meaning (reference emotional expression)

ii. Neutral descriptions of actual sounds (reference music analysis handout)
5. Learning repertoire (2 of 5 selections)

a. “I have a dog…” (rhythm, text, repetition)
b. “By the waters of Babylon” or “I gave my love a cherry” (melody, harmony, form)

c. OR more complex examples: Toch “Geographical Fugue” and Mozart “Ave Verum Corpus”

d. Share and transcribe
i. Statements of meaning (reference emotional expression)

ii. Neutral descriptions of actual sounds (reference music analysis handout)

iii. Artist questions (include mine: “How might we better understand the composer’s expressive intention?” and “How might we adapt or arrange these songs to better express ourselves?)

6. Work in small groups (rehearse)
a. Choose song(s), 

b. Choose artist questions to explore – which might include:

i. Experiment with different emotional expression

ii. Refine vocal technique

iii. Experiment with different interpretive techniques (taken from music analysis handout)

iv. Adapt/arrange to include instrumental/rhythm accompaniment

v. Rewrite/revise text

c. Work on songs

7. EITHER:  small groups share OR large group song review

8. Reflection

a. Statements of meaning 

b. Artist questions 

c. Additional focus areas/permissioned opinions (for Days 2 & 3)

d. Summary, reference habits of mind

Day 2 (1 hour)

1. Physical/Vocal warm-up
2. Review and clarify questions from Day 1 (reference HOM, transcribe on board):
a. Specific/technical (answerable)
b. Interpretive (fodder for rehearsal/artistic problem solving)
c. Contextual (might need further/future research)
d. Philosophical (might be life-long learning) 

3. Determine “Rehearsal” process

a. Large group song review or 
b. Direct to small groups

c. Specific artistic/interpretive questions to work on with music
4. Sharing/reflection using CRP Peer-to-Peer Coaching Protocol (if the group can sustain it, or a simplified version)

a. Articulate goals for Day 3

b. Summary, reference HOM

Day 3 (1 hour)

1. Physical/Vocal warm-up

2. Review and clarify questions from Day 1 & 2 (reference HOM, add to previous list):

a. Specific/technical (answerable)

b. Interpretive (fodder for rehearsal/artistic problem solving)

c. Contextual (might need further/future research)

d. Philosophical (might be life-long learning) 

3. Determine “Rehearsal” process

a. Articulate goals for Day 4 Sharing Session

b. Work in small groups

c. Specific artistic/interpretive questions to work on with music

4. Sharing/reflection using CRP Peer-to-Peer Coaching Protocol (if the group can sustain it, or a simplified version)

a. Summary, reference HOM

b. Anticipate Day 4 Sharing

c. Evaluations

Day 4 (20 min), elective

Participate in group sharing event
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