Dispatches From (A)mended America 

Quotes

Dr. Edward Peeples:

There’s, there’s a kind of a, it’s kind of a contract with have with each other, to, uh, to be fair… to give everybody opportunity… uh, to not exploit each other, to live peaceably among ourselves… and to not say hateful things about each other.   And, it goes on. And those set of values or maybe ideals and we don’t live ‘em out and as I see it there are two kinds of people who don’t believe in this contract. And that is people who have deficits in their education about other people. They could be different if they had information. And then there’s a small minority who have, uh, sort of a, a need to, to be, uh…against other people. They have a deep personality problem in which they need to have a scapegoat.

Katherine Cecil:

There’s a minister here, who, for political reasons wears a baseball cap and not what we call in England a dog collar.  He doesn’t wear it because he wants to encounter that, that little click moment where he sees a register of fear on people’s faces.  He wants to remember it.  It’s important to remember the things that are uncomfortable and to try and change them or challenge them.  If, if you don’t, and you don’t talk about them, then you can’t try and get rid of them.

Jana Napoli:

Most of the people who were upper level working class to the extremely wealthy had, more than likely, a black woman in their house growing up.  If both parents had to work and they had a bunch of children, somebody had to be there to get’em after school, and take care of them.  Or watch them during the day while you went to work. The smell of love and intimacy that comes from the scent of a black woman – that’s what separates the South from the North and the West.

Reno from Memphis:

When man overcomes his instinct to kill … this whole planet will come back together. 

Carl Chappelle:

We're are all racists to some extent,  but I am a bonafide, made racist and it was based on my experiences as a human being and interaction in this society.  Purely and simply that.  Nothing could change that other than my death.  Now I'm in a position to get some revenge and in my revenge somehow get some kind of justice for my own people.  I hope Obama is better man than that.

Viola Baskerville:

If the impossible dream has been realized, why can't we realize the dreams of building our communities again?  Everyone cannot do everything, but individually we can start where we are.

