Resources for Children in their Community
Web-based resources

www.communityarts.net       Community Arts Network promoting information exchange, research and critical dialogue within the field of community-based art.  (Reading Room)
 www.artsusa.org/animatingdemocracy   Animating Democracy  - Animating Democracy helps to build capacity of artists and cultural organizations involved in a wide sphere of civic engagement work, including arts-based civic dialogue, through an integrated set of programs and services.
www.globalwrites.org   Global Writes, Inc. is an educational organization whose mission is to promote communication and collaboration among youth and adults throughout the world using innovative technology resources such as video conferencing and digital media.  Sites in Bronx, Queens, Yonkers, Nyack, Chicago.
www.greenmuseum.org  Green Museum - Welcome to a unique resource for school teachers, educators and anyone interested in sharing information about environmental art. This section features an introduction (below) by section editor, Ann T. Rosenthal, as well as essays and "tools" we hope you'll find useful.  Toolbox for Teachers, Art and Ecology – Interdisciplinary approaches to Curriculum.
www.keepersofthewaters.org  Betsy Damon - Keepers of the Waters is a U.S.-based non profit organization that serves as an international communications network for people actively engaged in projects that transform our relationship to water. Our mission is to inspire and promote projects that restore, preserve and remediate water sources using a combination of art, science, and community involvement.  Start your own living water project.
www.oneworldclassrooms.org/iae.html   OneWorld Classrooms – International Art Exchange welcomes teachers and parents to register their classes or schools to participate in the K-12 International Art Exchange.  Participating students share their culture as they learn about cultures around the world by sharing their artwork.  Each participating class/school submits 30 pieces of student artwork which, in turn, are sent to a variety of schools around the world.  Each participating class/school also receives a package of 30 pieces of student artwork created by students from a variety of schools around the world.

www.whatkidscando.org. Adobe Youth Voices (AYV), a global youth media initiative, and the nonproft What Kids Kids Can Do, Inc. are delighted to announce our first-ever international photo competition.
Winning photographs will be showcased online, in a traveling exhibit, and in a book. To learn more about the competition and submission guidelines, visit http://www.wkcd.org/AYV_Photo_Competition/index.html 
www.creativecommunities.org.uk  Centre for Creative Communities – Archive of articles, resources, links, ideas from community arts projects across Europe.  Includes great bookshop.  

www.newvillagepress.net  Impressive book catalogue on arts, community building, education, social justice, and ecology.  Also events, blog, resources, and a journal.  

www.artandcommunity.com Center for the Study of Art and Community.  A for-profit business offering consulting in planning, training, management, evaluation, workshops and lectures.  Building bridges between the arts and a wide range of community, public and private sector interests. Site includes articles, blogs, publications.  “We assert that the future health of our communities will demand an expanded role by artists and cultural institutions at every level. Schools, factories, jails, symphony halls, neighborhood associations, senior centers, unemployment offices, and every other place imaginable offer opportunities for new cultural partnerships. “ 
www.imaginingamerica.org  Artists and Scholars in public life.  Imagining America is a national consortium of colleges and universities committed to public scholarship in the arts, humanities, and design. Public scholarship joins serious intellectual endeavor with a commitment to public practice and public consequence.  Scholarly and creative work jointly planned and carried out by university and community partners; Intellectual work that produces a public good; Artistic, critical, and historical work that contributes to public debates; Efforts to expand the place of public scholarship in higher education itself, including the development of new programs and research on the successes of such efforts. 
www.bridgingtothearts.org  Descriptions of five community arts projects carried out in New Mexico with students in the summer, sponsored by NM Dept. of Cultural Affairs and the NM Public education Dept.    Themes include Water, Thirst, and Corn.  
www.wallacefoundation.org/KnowledgeCenter/Pages/VillageOfArtsLILYYEH.aspx  Lily Yeh’s village of the Arts. in Philadelphia.  In her own words Lily Yeh describes the community arts efforts to use the arts to transform an economically poor neighborhood.  
From Ifetayo:  Youth Activism    

www.youthlink.org   Website to encourage collaboration among youth organizations, to provide resources and recognition for positive youth action.
www.girlspipeline.org  Girl’s Pipeline to Power - girls learn about leadership and youth action.
www.justact.org  JustAct
www.kidsface.org Kids for a Clean Environment (KIDS FACE)
www.kidsvotingusa.org  Kids Voting USA
www.nul.org Nulities Youth Leadership Program
Print resources

New Creative Community  - Arlene Goldbard  An inspiring, foundational book that defines the burgeoning field of community cultural development. Through personal stories, rousing accounts, detailed observation and histories, Arlene Goldbard describes how communities express and develop themselves via the creative arts. This comprehensive, photographically- illustrated book, which covers community-based arts.

Arts for Change: Teaching Outside the Frame – Beverly Naidus.  New Village Press, 2008.      “Arts for Change: Teaching Outside the Frame” is just the sort of book that reassures socially engaged educators that they are not alone. Part memoir, part historical narrative, part resource guide, Naidus’ book summons in an accessible and easy-to-read format her experiences, challenges and advice from years of working in the field.  

"Writing Within School Reform," – Paula Milano, Grace Hall McEntee, Simon Hole, Randall Wisehart, Ted Graf, Chris Louth, Leah Rugen, Jon Appleby and Loretta Brady.   A publication series of the Annenberg Institute for School Reform, Brown University.   The first four volumes in the series were funded by the Coalition for Essential Schools. They present clear, specific and personal essays by teachers about their work. Completely devoid of academic jargon, these booklets provide a piercing insight into what it's like to be on the front lines in the effort to change America's schools. They are an excellent introduction for artists who wish to work in partnership with teachers.

The Arts and Civic Engagement Tool Kit: Planning Tools and Resources for Animating Democracy in Your Community - created by Pam Korza, Barbara Schaffer Bacon, and Michael del Vecchio.   Features customizable worksheets containing thoughtful questions and examples to help users plan, design, and partner to create meaningful engagement activities. Resources on the CD include: A context for understanding the possibilities at the intersection of art and civic life; Definitions of common terms and diagrams to situate arts-based civic engagement work in a broader context of arts and community engagement; Imagine, Define, Design—a series of worksheets designed to help users define a project’s core artistic elements and civic or social concern; Worksheets on forging effective partnerships; A framework to create meaningful dialogue at arts events; and A compilation of civic engagement resources including organizations, websites, and publications. 
Twenty Four Innovative Pedagogical Exercises for the Eco-Art Classroom – Ed. Anna Novakov, PhD.  Center for Creative Pedagogy, St. Mary’s College of California  A practical workbook that illustrates innovations and trends in visual art pedagogy.
Engaging Communities – V.U.E. - Voices in Urban Education, Annenberg Institute.  Five articles about engaging schools with their communities, mostly about engaging for school reform, but relevant for community arts engagement.  Especially interesting, the article about “Placing Students at the Center.”
Beginner’s Guide to Community-Based Arts by Keith Knight and Mat Schwarzman.  Ten transformative local arts projects come alive in this illustrated training manual for youth leaders and teachers. This energetic guidebook demonstrates the enormous power of art in grass-roots social change. New Village Press.
“Community Arts Perspectives” Journal  A periodic online publication of the Community Arts Convening and Research Project. Its mission is to advance the field of community arts by providing a platform for inclusive dialogue and documentation linking academia and community. The Project is coordinated by Maryland Institute College of Art. The Community Arts Convening and Research Project is a national platform for the work of the universities with degree-granting programs in arts and community building.   www.mica.edu/communityartsconvening 
