Examples To Inspire You

School / Community Arts Projects with K-12 Students

Each of these holds a grain of a possible community arts project that could be done outside the school and involve community members.  More details can be found in the individual documents online.
“Finding Our Wings”: A Community Documentary Program - sponsored by the Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) to foster courage in teenage girls, ages 12 to 15 years old, who are attending middle school and high school primarily in East Baltimore.  “Award-winning documentary “Born into Brothels,” released in 2004, and its subsequent program, Kids with Cameras, are amazing examples of how children are empowered to understand themselves when they document what they see around them.  St. Clair Bourne, a film director and producer, told me to give the girls cameras ‘SO THEY CAN EXPRESS THEMSELVES.’”

“Mapping Within”  Mary Guerrero at Oliver Elementary School in collaboration with graduate students in Arts in Education at Harvard Graduate School of Education.   “Questions like Who am I? Where do I come from? and Where am I going? guided our curricular design. The idea of a map emerged as the ultimate metaphor for the journey of understanding self as influenced by fluid geographical, spiritual, political, academic, social and emotional landscapes. We decided to use maps as a central part of the art making because it was both visually and metaphorically powerful. By sharing notions of both interior and exterior maps, we hoped to express identity as organic as opposed to fixed.”
“Making Art in Booklyn”  Booklyn is the name of a group of artists who make books, organized into an economic cooperative headquartered in Brooklyn, N.Y. We pool our resources and split the labor required to sell artists' books to libraries and museums.  One of our most powerful examples of community book making occurred in the spring of 2004. A Booklyn artist and an art teacher from a Brooklyn elementary school wrote a grant together to support book-making workshops for parents and children. At first we looked at murals that told stories and talked about the power of pictures to speak without words. On the following Friday, parents and children were asked to recall a memory, something they had shared together. We then created two murals on paper, one made by the child and one by the parent. On the last Friday, these two books were woven together to recreate the family memory. 

“Catching Magic”  Los Padillas Elementary School in collaboration with Artist Chrissie Orr and the Rio Grande Educational Collaborative in Albuquerque.  Students learned about the magic and the utility and the history of water, and designed a water catchment structure which was built by the artists.  The Students wrote poems to be etched on stones on the path, and recorded their observations of the water in the catchment structure in different seasons.  
“What Does Democracy Look Like?”  Lucy Winner and Katt Lissard, in a project with a group of students at the Metropolitan Center of Empire State College, the State University of New York's alternative college for adults, wanted to uncover what democracy looked like to  students, right now, in New York City. “Our ‘Democracy Project: A Laboratory in Arts and Civic Dialogue’ encouraged students to explore ways to "perform democracy" — that is, to respond to current political, social and civic matters by making art together.  We wanted to use the arts as a means to engage ourselves, our students and the larger community in dialogue.”

“Dandelion School Transformation Project” Lily Yeh and Kelly Tannen worked with the Dandelion School, located in a heavily polluted industrial section on the outskirts of Beijing.  The school serves the needs of 620 children of poor migrant workers coming from 24 provinces  The project was launched last year when artist Lily Yeh worked with the whole school community to envision and create designs for the transformation of the school environment through a procedure of open participation, review, design selection and implementation.

City Lore and CARTS: Cultural Arts Resources for Teachers and Students   City Lore specializes in building connections between local, regional, and national cultural resources and K-12 classrooms. As cultural activists we are committed to the principles of cultural equity and democracy. We believe that cultural diversity is a positive social value to be protected and encouraged; that authentic democracy requires active participation in cultural life, not just passive consumption of cultural products; and that our cultural heritage is a resource for improving our quality of life.  Place Matters—a joint project of City Lore and the Municipal Art Society- to foster the conservation of New York City's historically and culturally significant places. These are the places that hold memories and anchor traditions for individuals and communities, and that help tell the history of the city as a whole. www.citylore.org and www.carts.org 

Dreamyard Project  DreamYard is committed to helping transform Bronx schools and communities through the power of innovative, project based arts education.  DreamYard programs are designed to challenge the cyclical systems of inequality and poverty by empowering youth to discover and develop their best possible selves and to locate meaningful paths and ways to engage with their fellow students, schools, families, and communities. Through DreamYard, young people believe that they can have an impact and change their communities and society as a whole.  The DreamYard ACTION Project is a 4-year arts activism and youth development program for Bronx teenagers. Its mission is to develop young people as effective social leaders and active civic participants through challenging artistic projects. www.dreamyard.com 
Ifetayo Cultural Arts Facility,Inc. is an arts and cultural organization edicated to supporting the creative, educational and vocational development of youth and families of African descent. Our organization strives to enhance their lives by providing programs in cultural awareness, performing and visual arts, as well as academic enrichment, health and wellness, and professional skills development.  In addition, we provide social services to our students and their families either directly or through referrals to strategic partners. In the African tradition of kinship, cooperation and respect, we encourage our students and their families to: Work collectively for the benefit of their respective communities and the larger global community, and be leaders, developing her/his unique sense of capabilities and potential.  We are a supportive community and extended family able to provide our students with skills development and new perceptions leading to responsible decision-making. Our name comes from the West African Yoruba word meaning, "love brings happiness." This is a guiding principle and the foundation of our approach to the development and growth of our students.
www.ifetayoculturalarts.org 
El Puente Academy for Peace and Justice is a community human rights institution that promotes leadership for peace and justice through the engagement of members (youth and adult) in the arts, education, scientific research, wellness and environmental action. El Puente’s Center for Arts and Culture and its Community Health and Environment Institute (CHE) as well as its three neighborhood Leadership Centers and its nationally recognized public high school, the El Puente Academy for Peace and Justice organize in North Brooklyn and beyond, promoting community/youth learning and development issues.  www.elpuente.us 
Epic Theater: Citizen Artist Program.  Community Arts Perspectives is a periodic online publication of the Community Arts Convening and Research Project. Its mission is to advance the field of community arts by providing a platform for inclusive dialogue and documentation linking academia and community. The Project is coordinated by Maryland Institute College of Art. The Community Arts Convening and Research Project is a national platform for the work of the universities with degree-granting programs in arts and community building. www.epictheatrectr.org/education 

