Ideas for Inquiry Questions to Guide Looking at a Work of Art: 

(These questions can be altered depending on what type of work the students are looking at.)

Created by Ascha Drake, Studio in a School Artist at PS 309

What do you see?

Write down one shape that you see.

Write down one texture that you see.

If you were to step into the painting, what would it smell like?

If you were to step into the painting, what would it sound like there?

What types of “actions” did the artist use to make the piece?

What was the artist looking at when he/she made the piece?

What was the artist inspired by from nature when looking at the work?

Describe the colors that you see.  Use descriptive language i.e. a soft slate grey

What might the artist be trying to communicate to the viewer?

What types of materials do you think the artist used?

What feeling does this piece create (mood)?

What types of lines do you see?  Record two.

