SONGWRITING FOR LITERACY

IN SONGS, LYRICS AND MELODY COMBINE TO CREATE MEANING.

Stories have characters, conflict, plot, setting, 
rising and falling action, climax, and a denouement.

Think who, what, when, where, why.

Song lyrics are distilled and compressed stories, including only the elements of story and narrative details that make the most powerful song and that best illustrate the central theme or message.

Remember what information each component – words and music – offers to the song.

Explore the words and music components together, in any order, looking for a synergy that works for you.

______________________________________________________________________

LYRICS






MUSIC

Find the central theme – it might turn 
Consider possible styles that will best express
out to be your “hook” or a refrain or chorus.
the meaning of your song: Folk, classical, Rap, Rock-and-Roll, Waltz, Blues, Bluegrass, Cowboy song, Old Standard, Jazz….what else?
What elements of story belong here?                
 What is the best style to support the story?

Begin to structure narrative, verses, maybe a chorus
Remember, melody = pitch/duration/rhythm

Think of the music to help you shape the words.
Consider interpretive elements such as tempo, dynamics, and vocal color that may influence the style of the song

Working words and music together, write and reflect and edit and refine and 
write and reflect and edit and refine and

write and reflect and edit and refine

until your song is finished.
(The ultimate in recursive learning.)
How do you know when a song is finished…or at least singable?

When it is

SING IT!

There is no one method for songwriting.  This is a loose process that works for many people, both professional songwriters consulted over the years and for hundreds of workshop participants.  

