Digital Cameras


Techniques for Taking Better Pictures

1. Shoot with the best possible light

For outdoor shots, early morning and late afternoon offer the most dramatic lighting effects.  The sun is at a low angle to provide the best angle of light for highlights and shadows as well as providing warm and colorful light not found at other times of day.    For midday shots when the sun is bright, you still may want to use a fill flash to eliminate unwanted shadows.

2. Rule of thirds
Instead of centering your subject in the viewfinder, consider the “rule of thirds.”  Center the subject on any of the intersections of the interior lines of a 3x3 table.

3. Unexpected camera angle
Instead of taking pictures from your eye-level, the angle at which we are used to seeing the world from, consider a worm’s eye view or that of a giant. Yes, get way down on the ground and shoot up or climb up on a chair and shoot down!

4. Include appropriate foreground or background
Consider the setting of your subject and where possible make adjustments to add character to your picture by using an interesting background.  In other settings, reduce clutter and make your subject the focal point of the shot (in the viewfinder does it appear that something is growing out of your subjects head?).  Obviously this may not be possible for true candid or action shots, that’s where an imaging editing software comes in handy!

5. Silhouette a backlit subject

Those beautiful “sunset” shots are made only with lots of practice and shooting at an object with a strong light source coming from behind.  Setting the exposure on the light source, the object you want to silhouette will become black. 

6. Bright subject on black background
Having a bright light source in front of the subject and shooting will make the subject bright and colorful on a black background.  Easy to say, harder to accomplish.

7. Frame things
What’s around your subject?  Consider shooting from other angles, through objects, zooming in, etc. to frame your subject.  This is another area where an image editing software program can enhance your shot.

8. Crop or shoot for “partial images”
Don’t always shoot the entire subject.  Composing a picture to include only a portion can be more interesting.  Get in close and really capture the subject!

9. Reduce depth of field
Controlling the area of the picture that is in focus can make for outstanding shots.  For this you must know your equipment to be able to get the shots you want.  Or, guess what, using imaging editing software you can do this technique digitally.

10. Look for strong geometry
Shooting subjects with strong lines or shapes create interesting pictures.  Did you know that nature is full of these subjects?  Check it out next time you take a walk in the woods.

BOTTOM LINE:  Don’t be afraid to move and experiment!!
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