Digital Cameras

Creating a Digital Image Bank

Using imaging editing software brings a world of possibilities to your pictures that are only limited by your imagination and the resources you gather.  The following list is only a “snapshot” (excuse the pun) of ideas for you to consider as you enter the world of digital imaging! Be sure to catalog these in a way that makes sense to you.

1. Shoot objects

Take pictures of objects just for the object.  You never know when you may want to add an element to another picture.

2. Shoot poses
Capturing people in action can make for some interesting pictures later as you cut and paste them into other scenes.


3. Shoot background just for the background
A great resource to have as you start creating using digital imaging.  Nature provides lots of options here!  Also consider things in your surroundings like wallpaper, furniture (or parts of it), buildings, doorways etc.

4. Shoot to create fantasy
Only with the advent of digital imagery are we now able to put people on clouds, turn an ice cube into a skating rink or put you as a genie into a bottle.  Consider having some shots that may someday be fun to use!

5. Shoot just for color

Most, is not all, imaging editing software provides an eye dropper tool for you to capture just about any color.  So if you see a really “cool” color that you may someday want, capture it with your digital camera.  Again, Nature has a way with color – check it out! 

6. Shoot sequences of images
These can be fun when strung together in a slide show.  Have you ever seen a butterfly emerge from a cocoon?  How about capturing talking and laughter?  Coaches, this is a great way of showing how to bat in baseball or throw a football.

7. Shoot panoramas
We have peripheral vision of 180 degrees, and with digital imagery we can show it all.  By shooting a series of overlapping shots and “stitching” them together, you can capture all 360 degrees of the world around you!

8. Shoot for specific filters
Knowing all the filters available in your imaging editing software helps here.  When taking shots you may want to have the shot out of focus to work better with your filters.

9. Shoot personality
Don’t make your subjects stand still and say “cheese”.  Capture them in their natural environment and let their personalities and character shine!  (Much easier said than done!)

10. Shoot to create Web page images

If your considering ever being on the web, get some shots now that you can edit later to make your web site more inviting!
11. Shoot knowing you can fix it

Just because everything is not perfect, still take the shot, with your imaging editing software you can do “magic” to make it a truly wonderful picture.
12. Shoot for varying length to width ratios

Forget having to stick to 3x5, 4x6, 5x7 etc prints, with digital pictures you can have any dimensions you’d like, tall and skinny or long and narrow, you pick!
13. Shoot for intrigue, conflict, mystery, action, or…

Gather some shots that later will add mystery an intrigue to you picture.  Look for creases and crevices or other places where your subjects will later be found hiding. 

14. Shoot images for a photomontage

Capturing elements of the same subject to later use when you create a collage can be fun. 






Creating a digital image bank

2006
Bonnie Nizamis  – adapted from Digital Camera Solutions by Gregory Georges 


