Digital File Formats

JPEG: For putting images on a Web site or in emails, you'll need to have them in either JPEG or GIF format. As you'll see in a minute, JPEG is the usual choice. JPEG, which stands for "Joint Photographic Experts Group," is pronounced "Jay Peg." JPEG files are compressed, which makes them more efficient to send over the Internet than other non-compressed formats. Because you normally view JPEG files on-screen, they don't need the detail required by file formats designed for printing. When you first save a file into the JPEG format, you must choose how much compression to use on a 0 to 9 scale- 0 is most compressed and lowest quality, reducing file size by 90%. When saved at the setting of 9 for maximum quality and least compression, file size is reduced by about 65%.

Experiment with settings to find what works best for your particular application. JPEG uses a "lossy" compression scheme- it discards, or loses extraneous information, saving neighboring areas of color as one value. Each time a JPEG file is saved, it is compressed again, and some additional quality is lost. Therefore, JPEG is not suitable for storing a master copy of your data. Multiple openings or viewings of the file will not affect the file; however; only re-saving the file compresses it further, with further loss of quality.   Use this one for Photographs!!

TIFF: TIFF (Tagged Image File Format) images are not compressed at all and thus are the sharpest format. They are often used for high-resolution printouts. The downside is that these tend to be very large files. Some programs offer an option called TIF LZW compression, which makes the files somewhat smaller.

GIF: GIF files (Graphics Interchange Format), like JPEG, are compressed files and are frequently used for the Internet; however, unlike JPEG they are limited to 256 colors (8 bit color), which usually makes them unsuited for photographic images. For drawn graphics and where you willing to sacrifice color depth, this format can make very small files. GIF uses a "lossless" LZW compression scheme, which does not significantly reduce image quality.  Use this for clip art and graphic images!

BMP: BMP stands for bit mapped; it is the simplest format. It is uncompressed and can be imported into almost any Windows application, including as a screen saver or wallpaper. BMP files are large and not the best in terms of image quality. They do not work on Macintosh computers.

PICT: PICT (or picture) files are the Macintosh equivalent of BMP files. This is a standard file format, which can be imported into almost all Mac programs. In PhotoShop, PICT files can be saved in compressed or uncompressed formats. PICT files are considered medium in image quality.

File Conversion: Many graphics programs save their files in their own proprietary file format, such as PhotoShop (PSD) or PhotoDeluxe (PDD). In any case, most image editing programs let you use the Save As or Export command to convert files from one format to another. You should realize, however, that once you've lost resolution by compressing a file, you won't be able to get that quality back.
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