FACULTY BIOS
Amy Chase Gulden is the NY Regional Director for Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) where she supports teachers, schools and museums learning to use this powerful research-based, art-viewing method and curriculum.  Amy was director of Studio in a School’s Long Term visual-arts residency program for seven years before she began consulting to the arts education field in 2005. Her projects include visual arts curriculum writing, professional development design, and documenting teaching & learning in the arts as a way to capture, reflect on, and share inspiring practices with teaching communities.  In her role as Senior Researcher at the SchoolWorks Lab, she has worked on several federally funded arts education research studies, and serves as researcher, faculty and facilitator for numerous initiatives of the New York State Council on the Arts.  Most recently this involves supporting partnerships using the Evidence of Teacher and Student Learning template. She is a frequent presenter of Visual Thinking Strategies workshops, including as adjunct professor at Brooklyn College.  She also enjoys sharing approaches to exhibiting student artwork (especially methods for telling the story of the learning), and using sketchbooks as a bridge between the art studio and the classroom. She is a visual artist, serves on the board of the New York State Alliance for Arts Education, and writes a weekly column, The Gallery, which celebrates emerging artists for apartmenttherapy.com.  

Christine Goodheart is a consultant to education and arts organizations and is based in Rochester, N.Y.  From 2000-2006, she served as Executive Director of University-Community Partnerships at the University of Washington in Seattle.  In this capacity, she worked to connect the resources of the University of Washington to a range of communities locally and statewide and to showcase work between the UW and diverse communities. While in Seattle, Christine served as the lead consultant for ArtsEdWashington's Principal’s Leadership Initiative, served on the boards of the Seattle Center Foundation and Arts Corps and served on the education advisory committee of the Seattle Art Museum. From 1987-2000, she held in a variety of positions at the Lincoln Center Institute, the education arm of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. in New York City, most recently Program Development Director.  In this capacity, she worked with over 300 K-12 schools and higher education institutions throughout the metropolitan region to link the artistic resources of Lincoln Center to their educational goals.  Christine has consulted widely with staff, constituents, and boards in school districts, higher education institutions, arts centers, arts councils, museums and education agencies to develop and expand education programs. She serves on the national faculties of VSA arts and the Empire State Partnership Project; on the board of the Rochester Education Foundation; and is a parent representative to the Brighton School District Committee on Special Education. 

Anne Rhodes, a writer, arts in education trainer and consultant, has been working in arts in education for twenty-six years.  Starting out as a Teaching Artist in theater, she became a trainer of TA's and Teachers in two Aesthetic Education programs.  Ms. Rhodes now works with school administrators, teachers, museums, arts organizations, and artists to find innovative ways to connect with works of visual art, dance, theater, literature, and music.  She is interested in helping to identify and promote best practices for all of us engaged in arts in education.  She also does anti-bias, diversity, and communication work.

Robert A. Southworth, Jr. (President and Principal Investigator of the SchoolWorks Lab, Inc.) is a teacher, scholar, and leader with expertise in evaluation and research, specializing in research strategies to uncover and analyze “hard to understand” social problems. After teaching theater in K-12 schools, conducting a professional career in theater as an Assistant Director at the Denver Center Theatre Company and The American Conservatory Theater, he returned to higher education and worked at the National Center for Restructuring, Education and Schools (NCREST) while attaining his doctorate in the Curriculum and Teaching Department at Teachers College Columbia University. Rob has taught at Adelphi University, Bank Street College of Education and at Teachers College, where he taught courses on School Reform and Change employing assessment of instructional learning goals in order to produce new education leaders.  Dr. Southworth is the founder and president of The SchoolWorks Lab, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to school reform research, assessment and dissemination. Rob has been successful by supporting schools, districts, cultural organizations and educational leaders in evaluating the effect of their organization's efforts on the improvement of student achievement. 

Nan Westervelt -- After serving as the Executive Director of Young Audiences of Rochester, Inc. for 15 years, Westervelt currently works as a consultant for non-profit management and arts in education and supports ESP Partnerships as a Strategic Foundation Building Initiative retreat facilitator and coach.  Ever active in the arts and education community, Ms. Westervelt has served as the President of the New York State Alliance for Arts Education (NYSAAE), Vice President of the Colorado Alliance for Arts Education and as a member of the Kennedy Center Alliances for Arts Education Governance Committee.  Though her current administrative career may be a far cry from her former profession as an actress and teacher of creative drama, Ms. Westervelt has always understood the bigger picture of arts and arts education administration.   Thirty years ago she conceived and directed the Gates-Chili School/Community Volunteer Program that continues today.  Currently she is a coach/consultant for the Rochester Education Foundation, an entity dedicated to creating and proliferating community partnerships as well as raising funds and resources to support Rochester city school students.

